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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CEED, SA, KU, TC, US 

SUBJECT: GAO SURVEY 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED LETTER FROM GAO WITH FOLLOWING 
SUBSTANTIVE TEXT. QUOTE: 

WE PLAN TO CONDUCT A SURVEY OE ARABIAN PENINSULA VIEWS ON 
THE AVAILABILITY AND SECURITY OE U.S. SUPPLIES OE OIL. 

THE IMPORTANCE OE THE SUBJECT IS UNDERSCORED BY FORECASTS 
OE OIL SHORTAGES IN THE NEXT 5 TO 10 YEARS AND THE UNIQUE 
CAPABILITY OF ARABIAN PENINSULA COUNTRIES IN MEETING 
GROWING U.S. AND WORLD DEMAND. 

WE PLAN TO DISCUSS PERTINENT ISSUES WITH KNOWLEDGEABLE 
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OEFICIALS IN SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT, AND THE UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES, INCLUDING OEEICIALS OF THESE FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, 
U.S. EMBASSIES, OIL COMPANIES, AND OTHER U.S. AND EOREIGN 
COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 

WORK ON THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE PERFORMED IN THE THREE 
COUNTRIES ALTER WE CONTACT APPROPRIATE WASHINGTON BASED 
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AGENCIES TO DEVELOP A ERAMEWORK AROUND WHICH THE FIRED 
WORK WILL BE PURSUED. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR NOTIFYING 
YOUR EMBASSIES OF OUR PLAN TO BEGIN ABOUT 5 WEEKS OF IN- 
COUNTRY WORK AROUND OCTOBER 1. 

WE WILL PROVIDE THE ARABIAN PENINSULA AFFAIRS OFFICE WITH 
FURTHER DETAILS OF THE ISSUES WE PLAN TO FOCUS ON DURING 
OUR IN-COUNTRY WORK, AFTER WE COMPLETE THE WASHINGTON 
PORTION OF THIS SURVEY. UNQUOTE. 

2. FROM INFORMAL DISCUSSION WITH GAO STAFF SOME WEEKS 
AGO, ARP HAS IMPRESSION THAT THRUST OF STUDY, INSOFAR AS 
IT IS YET CLEAR, WOULD BE TOWARD BASIC POLITICAL FACTORS 
INFLUENCING OIL POLICY DECISIONS OF PERTINENT PRODUCER 
COUNTRIES AND THAT THE STUDY WOULD NOT FOCUS ON TECHNICAL, 
STATISTICAL OR ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF PENINSULA OIL INDUSTRY. 
ARP SOUGHT TO IMPRESS ON GAO STAFF NEED FOR THOROUGH 
RESEARCH AND PREPARATION IN U.S. BEFORE UNDERTAKING FIELD 
WORK, IF ANY SEEMED REQUIRED, AT ADDRESSEE POSTS. STAFF 
APPEARED TO ACCEPT THE LOGIC OF THIS, BUT NEVERTHELESS 
INDICATED STRONG PREFERENCE FOR SPENDING SOMEWHAT MORE 
TIME IN THE FIELD THAN ARP HAD SUGGESTED MIGHT BE 
NECESSARY. 

3. DEPARTMENT WISHES TO BE COOPERATIVE IN THIS GAO UNDER- 
TAKING AND FEELS STUDY WOULD BENEFIT FROM GAO STAFF HAVING 
SOME EXPOSURE TO ARABIAN PENINSULA ENVIRONMENT AND DIS- 
CUSSION WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL ON THE SCENE. 
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WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSIES' VIEWS HOWEVER ON PERTINENCE 
AND DESIRABILITY OF DIRECT CONTACT BETWEEN GAO SURVEYORS 
AND PEOPLE IN-COUNTRY WHO ARE NOT U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFI- 
CIALS, PARTICULARLY HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. WOULD ALSO 
APPRECIATE COMMENTS ON HOW SUCH CONTACTS MIGHT BEST BE 
HANDLED BOTH TO FURTHER PURPOSE OF SURVEY AND AVOID MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING ON THE PART OF HOST GOVERNMENT. PLEASE 
REPLY STADIS, NEA ONLY. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 33381 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JWTWINAM:DCS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770206-0510 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770672/aaaaclmt.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3a1cee7f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 2211438 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GAO SURVEY 

TAGS: CFED, SA, KU, TC, US 

To: ABU DHABI JIDDA MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3a1 cee7f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



